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MESSAGE FROM
THE EDITOR

Dear readers,

You are among the first to be reading this inaugural SEC quarterly e-newsletter,
aptly named “SECLITE”! You are assured of fun and informative, bite-sized chunks
of practical yet useful material.

Why an e-newsletter? Because we believe in being with you on-the-go, and catering
to your schedule. Having an e-newsletter means you can catch up with us on-the-move,
even when you are off the Internet, which comes to why we ended up with “lite”. Like
lite-beer or lite-salt, SECLITE promises short and snappy digestible snippets which will
be easy on the eyes. Expect the full flavour however, as our team works really hard to
deliver the platter of tidbits that is sure to arouse your curiosity and stimulate your
mind. And like a lighthouse, we are on-guard all the time, shining our “light” to keep
the environment safe, especially within Singapore’s shores.

Tackling environmental sustainability continues to be our priority in 2016. Make it
yours too. Store this pdf file on your mobile device and share it.

If you want to see a change, BE that change.

Singapore
Environment
Council


www.quicseal.com
http://sec.org.sg/web/

Kavickumar s/o Muruganathan
Head (Eco-Certification) / Lead
Environmental Engineer
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Q&A WITH MR MELVYN HO,
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
(HEAD OF SINGAPORE OPERATIONS GROUP), CANON SINGAPORE PTE LTD

1. Why is sustainability becoming an important component of Canon's strategic thinking?

Sustainability has always been a key element of our strategy.

Canon’s corporate philosophy is kyosei — living and working together harmoniously for the common
good. This philosophy is entrenched in our internal processes to ensure that our business practices and
those of our partners are responsible to the communities and environment we operate in for
harmonious co-existence.

As an innovative technology leader in imaging, we aim to develop products and solutions that help -_ __J
reduce organisations’ ecological footprints while increasing productivity and efficiency. We achieve this

by providing cutting-edge green technology solutions, thus meeting the sustainability needs of

businesses, the environment and society.

Examples include the imageRUNNER ADVANCE! series, a range of business network multi-function
devices (MFD) which helps businesses achieve key objectives of increasing productivity and efficiency
while simultaneously reducing ecological impact with perceptive solutions. Canon’s print software
solution uniFLOW enables users to accurately monitor usage for print accounting and track cost savings,
complementing the goals of high standards of internal processes.
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2 Canon has received the Green Technology Award — Large Enterprise, at the 2015 Singapore
Sustainability Awards. What are your thoughts on sustainable development being the key driver
of innovation?

We are proud to be recognised as a green technology enabler and delighted that our efforts to facilitate green
practices has gone some way in the business community and heighten awareness of maintaining ecological balance.

The award is a testament of Canon’s commitment to help consumers and businesses alike make a positive
difference to their lifestyles and businesses through user-friendly technology while becoming more
environmentally friendly.

Harmonising environmental commitment with our business activities is a reflection of our corporate philosophy
of kyosei, and we firmly believe that maintaining this harmony while driving innovation is essential for sustainable

business cycles.

3. What role do you see for the private sector in addressing environmental challenges?

Private sector companies have to be aware that they have the powerful ability to contribute to the local
community and shape environmental awareness. At the basic level, it is through their products and services.
These also include the green practices they impart to the local community under their employment. - ]

At the next level, private sector companies also have wide-ranging options to work with the government
bodies and voluntary organisations to champion the environmental causes they believe in. I'd say that there
is a lot that private sector firms can do but it is hard to give specifics without considering a company’s
corporate philosophy, technological strengths, and motivations, among others.

At Canon, we are clear that sustainable businesses have to go hand-in-hand with a sustainable environment.
We reinvest about 10% of our revenue in research and development, pursuing exciting developments in
green technology that will benefit both our customers and the environment while actively participating in
green activities to help drive awareness among the community.

! Canon imageRUNNER ADVANCE 4251 / 4245 / 4235 / 4225 and imageRUNNER ADVANCE C5235 / C5240 / C5250/ C5255




e 2004. What are the o ortunities in

having your products Singapore Green Label certified?

By having our products Green Label certified, it is an additional platform for Canon Singapore to benchmark
our best practices. It also opens up many opportunities for Canon to communicate that level of awareness
that our products are from sustainable sources.

Canon is committed to creating and delivering truly environmentally conscious products to more Customers
around the world and we hope to accelerate the development of products that contributes to the realisation

of a low-carbon society. To accelerate the development of environmentally conscious products,
Canon has constructed a Lifecycle Assessment system into its product development process.

The Singapore Green Label, with Canon Singapore’s good sustainability practices, will enable
us added validation and visibility to further our sustainability intentions. This will create
differentiation, contribute to our brand value and ultimately advance Canon’s business profile.
Especially when we are operating in a region where countries are plagued with environmental
issues (e.g. haze), highlighting the custainability technology in our products and practices will
gain positive attention and generate value add proposition to our customers.
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« Repels pests and insects

« Controls corrosion
Breaks down sludge/oil

« Removes odours from cooking,
cigarettes and vrinals

¢ Provides a clean, shiny and
non-sticky surface
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Doing our part to help sustain this precious environment for future generation is becoming increasingly
important in our daily consumables.

New KLEENEX® and SCOTT® Paper Towels with AIRFLEX* technology offer an innovative solution.
Manufactured with sustainability in mind, we think it will revolutionize the future of hand drying.

With Kimberly-Clark's sustainable fibre procurement policy and AIRFLEX* technology, you can be assured
that all KLEENEX® and SCOTT® tissue products are made only from certified sustainable sources’. All this
results in increased user satisfaction, long-term cost savings and reduced impacts on the environment.
AIRFLEX* paper hand towels reduces demand on natural resources with up to 25% less fibre? used in
production and reducing the amount of waste diverted to landfills.

Technology & Impact on Performance

Faster absorbing for more

Ordinary Paper Towels Conventional AIRFLEX*
effective drying

have tightly compressed

fibres which cause water

to sit on top of the Towel,
taking longer to absorb.

Softer for a more
luxurious feel

AIRFLEX* Paper Towels \ '« % = < Stronger when wet so
have specially spread fibres N\, T A T they won't break up

creating absorbency cells to
quickly draw the water in. Wox Made with less natural resources
Magnification 7/ for a more sustainable choice

Learn more about AIRFLEX* paper hand towel from Kimberly-Clark Professional * and how we can help
your business become more sustainable here.
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http://www.kcprofessional.com.sg/promotion/airflex-towels?cmpid=emc=secenews1
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SPOTLITE

BREATHING GREENERY INTO
YOUR WORKPLACE

By Rachel See, Environmental Engineer (Training and Education)
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If you feel that your workplace needs a little sprucing up, try putting up some planters
on your desk or around your office. Researchers from Cardiff University have found
that overall productivity improved by 159% within three months upon the
introduction of plants in the office!

Common indoor plants are rather effective in the fight against air pollution. NASA
scientists have discovered that these plants are excellent in absorbing indoor pollutants,
which include Volatile Organic Compounds such as Benzene, Trichloroethylene and
Carbon Monoxide.

Getting random plants off-the-shelves in their little brown pots may do the job,
but here are some ideas to consider to inject a personal touch to your personal
green partner.

Understand that your plant is like your companion. Find one which complements your
availability to care for them. For example, if you have a busy schedule, get the Aloe Vera
3s it stays strong without needing much attention. If you can afford time to nourish your
plants, Orchids and African Violets can stand out more with their colours to brighten up
your day. Do not forget however, that plants need sunlight from time to time.

stand out more by upcycling! Use your typical plastic take-away container and
personalise it with paintwork and stickers.

Give your plants the right soil. On top of a potting soil mix, things like moss, charcoals,
rocks or pebbles can aid the plant in its growth, while providing a pleasant, zen-like and
stress-free environment.

And if you want more than just a plant but a talking —
point around upcycling, join us at our workshop 1 ;L
and find out what it is really all about. You will N nzb’;.;.‘ LEGIC
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own upcycled planter from the simplest of o . f
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and trash. For your company’'s next green |4 LY
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MADE ECO ENZYMES

CLEANING WITH HOME

th Helper

By Audrey Ho Yoke Yee, Ear
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After three months, filter the solution, and be Sure to squeeze every drop
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USHERING GOOD LUCK

by Claudience Cheh, Earth Helper

This year, the Lunar New Year falls on 8 February. Many will spring clean their homes to usher in
good luck, and decorate with auspicious symbols for prosperity and wealth. Here is how you can
make a lantern-shaped decoration based on the Chinese character “S ", which means good luck

WHAT YOU
WILL NEED:

Step 1. Trace the design on all 3

Ad-sized coloured
paper/cardboard/file dividers — 3 pcs
Rectangular red packets - 5 pcs

Red thread — 50 cm

CNY ornament

Glue

Stapler

Scissors

-~ Step Z: Glue the halves of each coloured

Step 3: Using the centre on each side of

character to another half, forming a
3-dimensional “Z" , remembering to
place the red thread through the middle
(with a loop at the top), so it can be hung.
The cross section view should look like a Y™,

sheets of coloured papers. Cut out
to form the “£=" shape and fold
into half along the dotted line.
Height: 175 cm, longest width: 20 cm

the red packet (indicated by arrows) as a
guide, fold all four corners inwards. Align
all 5 red packets as shown but staple only 4
corners together. The red packets will
form the lantern.

Step 4: Run the longer end of the
red thread down from “4" _ and
string through the centre of the base
of the red packet lantern (circled in
yellow), before taping it down.

Step S To hold the
lantern in place, cut out a
small square from the
leftover paper. Fold it into
half and staple along with
thread onto the red packet.

Step 6! Fold inwards
and staple all remaining
corners to complete the
lantern.

S’CEP # Attach the ornament to
the end of the red thread.

i Contact:
Singapore 1 Kay Siang Road, #04-02
Environment  singapore 248922
Council Tel: 6337 6062

Fax: 6337 6035

@ www.sec.org.sg
€l Singapore Environment Council
B communications@sec.org.sg
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